(Letterhead if Appropriate)


   Date

The (Right) Honorable (Insert Government Official’s Name, or other Authority)

Premier / Minister of Education / Health / Other Government Position / Chair of School Board, etc.

(Insert Mailing Address)

Dear (Insert Name);

As a group of (parents/professionals/citizens/other) concerned about both the educational and health effects of teaching and learning in poor acoustic environments, we are requesting that consideration be given to improving provincial legislation by mandating minimum acoustic standards for classrooms. The American National Standards Institute (ANSI) has established such standards for classroom acoustics and precedent has been set to implement these in some jurisdictions in Canada and internationally with uniformly positive results. The children attending our schools in (insert province) have a right to learn in the best environment possible, and ANSI standards will provide appropriate guidelines to improve classroom acoustics in existing schools, as well as minimum standards for new school building projects. 

Through recent media presentations and research, we have learned that classroom acoustics in the majority of schools in (insert province) are inadequate, due to high background noise levels, poor reverberation characteristics, and, in some cases, teachers with hoarse voices caused by continuous speech in noisy classrooms. Classroom noise can be related to internal or external sound sources as well as poor classroom design, such as open-plan classes, high-vaulted ceilings and inadequate sound-absorbing materials on walls, floors and ceilings. Classroom noise is detrimental to learning for young children and children with behavioural, academic or communication challenges, because children need a high signal to noise ratio to understand the teachers’ speech. Research also reveals that working in noisy environments causes emotional stress, which reduces attention and productivity.

We are also aware of large numbers of teachers who have compromised voice quality due to voice strain from talking in poor acoustic environments. Teachers with compromised voices cost society money in the form of sick leave, cost of teachers-on-call, and rehabilitation.  The disruption in teaching continuity that results from teachers on sick leave with occupational voice problems is a further burden on the educational system.  Teachers with impaired voices present a poorer acoustic signal to children, who require more distinct speech signals to learn than do adults. 

We urge you to facilitate the introduction of legislation that could ameliorate the common problem of poor acoustical conditions for learning in (insert province) schools, by adopting ANSI acoustic standards for our classrooms. (We would be pleased to discuss this with you.) Thank you for your consideration of this important matter. 

Yours Sincerely; 

(Add signatures)

cc:
